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A FLOURISHING LATIN CLUB 1 



By Maude C. Gay 
Bloomfield High School 



The Latin Club of the Bloomfield High School was founded 
as an answer to the statement "There is nothing interesting in 
the Classics." True to the ideal expressed in its constitution, it 
has tried in every way to increase the interest in the study of the 
Classics, and has also stood firm as a rock against the material 
trend of present day educational activities. Organized in 1906, 
it was the pioneer club of the Bloomfield High School, and as far 
as we know, it was the first of its kind in any preparatory school. 
In a way it may be considered exclusive, as it limits its member- 
ship to the Junior and Senior classes. Its motto is, "Ubi Mel ibi 
Apes," "Where the Honey, There the Bees," and its colors are 
the royal purple and gold. 

The activities of the club are four fold. There are the regular 
monthly or semi-monthly meetings, the annual banquet, different 
methods of raising money, and an annual gift to the school. 

The regular meetings are both literary and social in character, 
and altho there are such rich store houses from which to draw 
material, yet it is no easy task to plan means and methods which 
will produce satisfactory results. Such subjects have been con- 
sidered as A Background of the Ancient Nations, Ancient Greek 
and Roman Customs, Great Men in Cicero's Time, The Pirates, 
and The Augustan Age, as well as Professions, Banking, Litera- 
ture, The Family, Government, and similar themes. Sometimes 
these have been given as papers and sometimes as brief talks, 
largely by members of the club, altho occasional help has been 
received from the outside. Also original plays have been pre- 
sented in Roman costume. There are always lively games, 
Romanized to suit the occasion, followed by refreshments appro- 
priate to the subject of the day. 

1 (Read at a District Meeting of the New Jersey Classical Association, Bloomfield, 
New Jersey.) 
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For several seasons the Saturnalia was celebrated near Christ- 
mas tide, but later the Annual Banquet became the principal 
event of the year. 

One newspaper account says, "Dressed in Roman costume the 
members and friends of the club attended the annual dinner in 
the school corridor. Dinner partners were found by matching 
Roman mottoes with the English translation of each. The 
corridor which is lined with Roman statues, made an appro- 
priate setting for the Latin play, the tableaux and the scenes from 
Roman history. The Sibyl distributed leaves to the guests on 
which were revealed their fortunes, after which games were 
played and songs were sung in Latin." 

According to a newspaper account in war times, "The annual 
Dinner of the High School Latin Club was, in spite of the absence 
of a caterer, a great success. The club decided to make the 
dinner, on account of war conditions, as simple as possible, so 
different girls volunteered to take charge of preparing and serving 
the various courses. The unaccustomed task appeared so formid- 
able that it was decided to keep the number of the guests as small 
as possible; for this reason, no invitation was sent to former 
members." 

The newspaper report of last April is as follows: "The Annual 
Roman Banquet of the Latin Club given in the High School to the 
Faculty, Board of Education, and former members of the club was, 
if possible, more of a success than in previous years. 

Down the main corridor, under the Roman arches, among the 
Roman statues presented by the club in former years, stood the 
long table. The decorations consisted of yellow daffodils in 
purple vases, Roman flags with the familiar S.P.Q.R., and artistic 
purple and gold menu cards. 

After the dinner the guests repaired to the 'Atrium' where 
in Roman costume, was presented a series of tableaux and dia- 
logues from Bulwer Lytton's Last Days of Pompeii. 

Then came a description of the excavations at Pompeii by 
one of the members who had discovered, beside many valuable 
curios, a vault filled with Pompeiian money. This money had 
been deciphered and was used in a lively auction which followed. 
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After an explanation of ancient Roman coins, there came the 
excavation itself with explanatory charts. The closing number 
was, of course, the 'School Song' with 'Good Night, Ladies,' 
sung most lustily in Latin." 

But no organization (any more than an individual) can pros- 
per unless there is untiring work done for others. 

Every year there has been money to be raised and even in 
war times there were no slackers. Candy, cake and chocolate 
sales have been very successful, as was also the rummage sale in 
1915. The presentation in 1916 of the great moving picture film, 
Julius Caesar, was up to that time the most important event of 
the Club and was so successful both educationally and financially 
that later there were shown "The Last Days of Pompeii" and 
"Quo Vadis." 

Then came war times when apparently every avenue for 
raising money was closed: sales of sweets because of the conser- 
vation of sugar, rummage sales because clothing was needed in 
Europe and the Far East, entertainments of all sorts because of 
public feeling. 

What was to be done? Of course the emergency was met, 
and every time I recall those days I feel proud of our boys and 
girls. What did they do? Each member went to work with 
two ideas in mind — to earn the needed money and in a small 
way to help the community solve the labor problem — and every 
one earned the specified amount by cutting grass, weeding gar- 
dens, caring for furnaces, tending babies, scrubbing floors, and in 
various other uninteresting ways. 

After the reaction from those strenuous days people wanted to 
be amused, so it was decided to have another moving picture 
benefit. After trying for months to obtain a Roman film we 
were told by the men in charge that a film of that sort would not 
pay and that we could take an ordinary film and make money 
or give up the proposition. 

As the money was greatly needed we decided to use the 
best picture obtainable with the result that a second theatre 
had to be opened to accommodate the crowds. The proceeds 
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made possible the purchase of the fine $600.00 Simplex moving 
picture machine, something long needed in the auditorium. 

As the first moving picture exhibition in the High School, the 
club presented in May, 1921, the newly rebuilt film "Quo Vadis," 
the ticket selling for which was rendered unusually lively by an 
exciting contest between the boys and the girls of the whole 
school under the efficient leadership of two of our men teachers. 
The success of the Latin Club activities, by the way, is always 
assured by enlisting the interest and sympathetic support of the 
entire school. 

Now for a brief mention of the gifts of the Latin Club to the 
school which cannot have escaped your notice. The first were the 
two busts of Virgil and Cicero with the brackets in the corridor of 
the second floor. Then followed the bronze tinted bust of the 
Emperor Augustus in the library; the Nik6 or Winged Victory 
in the superintendent's office; the Diana of Versailles, the Minerva, 
the Hector-Andromache-Astyanax group and the Augustus 
Caesar in the main corridor; and the pedestals for the statues. 

The next gift was the heroic-sized Apollo Citharoedus, or Apollo 
of the Lyre, from the original by Scopas, in the Vatican, Rome, 
which was followed by the Urania, or Muse of Astronomy, of the 
Louvre, Paris, and the large Minerva Giustiniani of the Vatican. 
One corner in the auditorium is still vacant which will doubtless 
be filled this year. The pedestals for these large statues, you 
will be interested to know, have been made by our Manual Train- 
ing Department. 

The war changed the aspirations and ideals of the Latin 
Club as of all other organizations, and the work during 1917-18, 
as in the best days of Old Rome, was naturally along patriotic 
lines, with a Liberty Bond to the credit of the club, a contribu- 
tion of $15.00 to the Second Red Cross War Fund, and the 
Honor Roll and Service Flag helping to keep the "Home Fires 
Burning." 

The next year, another war year, saw the club the proud 
possessor of a second Liberty Bond. The interest from these 
two bonds is now being used as prizes, the one at the commence- 
ment in February, the other at the commencement in June, for 
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the graduate having the highest percentage in Latin for the 
four years. 

The large photograph of Miss Draper, the retiring vice- 
principal, was presented the following year with appropriate 
resolutions. 

Last year's gift, the $600.00 moving picture machine already 
mentioned, is considered by some the most practical, as it is 
being used in all departments for educational purposes and at 
the same time it is making possible the earning of money by all 
school organizations without the necessity of resorting to the 
moving picture houses. As an example may be mentioned the 
performance of "Les Miserables" by the Dramatic Club last 
December for the purpose of procuring scenery for the High 
School stage. 

You realize, I hope, from this sketch that the Latin Club has 
become a vital part of the Bloomfield High School. With 
difficulties apparently insurmountable in having neither modern 
background nor living language to work with, in having to com- 
pete with the exciting athletics, the school dances, the musical 
and other organizations, it has succeeded in keeping very much 
alive, in maintaining its high position intellectually, and in 
creating an active interest in the Classics. 



